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PRESS RELEASE
Loughborough University sculptor selected for Beijing Olympic exhibition

John Atkin, Reader in Fine Art at Loughborough University, has been selected from 2,600 applicants to create a new sculpture for the major exhibition at Olympic Park, Beijing later this year. His initial designs received an ‘outstanding award’ from the judging panel.
The sculpture weighs 27 tons and is carved from marble and granite. It takes its inspiration and name - Strange Meeting – from a poem by Wilfred Owen. The poem tells of a dramatic meeting between two dead soldiers who had fought on opposing sides. No longer enemies, they find it possible to see beyond conflict and hatred in a shared awareness of "the truth untold".

‘The Chinese workforce were tremendous – their attention to detail and ability to translate the subtle shifts in form of the sculpture was a remarkable achievement. It was also great to meet a number of artists from other parts of the world’ said John.
‘It’s great to see the Beijing Olympics stimulating new work from artists around the world’ said Clare Hudson of Creative Leicestershire. ‘Similar opportunities for cultural activities around the UK are being planned for the London Olympics – 2012 will be another exciting time for both culture and sport.’

The public art exhibition launches in May 2008 and is based on the 2008 Olympic theme of One World, One Dream. John’s sculpture allows people to walk through the spaces between each element of the sculpture. The two identical, shapes, based on garment template contour patterns, are cut from the same veined block, turned inward on each other.
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For more info email John on atkin@embers.u-net.com
Or contact Creative Leicestershire on chudson@leics.gov.uk tel: 0116 267 0017
More on John Atkin at www.johnatkin.net e: 

More on Creative Leicestershire at www.creativeleicestershire.org.uk 
Pictures attached: 

· John Atkin cutting stone

· John Atkin and Mr Chen, Managing Director of the stone workshop in China

· Strange meeting in the workshop

Extract from the poem Strange Meeting by Wilfred Owen runs as follows:

“I am the enemy you killed, my friend.
I knew you in this dark: for so you frowned
Yesterday through me as you jabbed and killed.

I parried; but my hands were loath and cold.
Let us sleep now . . ."








Wilfred Owen: Strange Meeting

