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Bay Area glass artists featured 
at Sculpturesite exhibition

For lovers of glass sculpture, an exhibition at San Francis​co's Sculpturesite Gallery is providing a unique view of the work of Bay Area glass artists. 
"Bay Area Glass Sculpture" is an invitational survey featur​ing works by 23 artists, ranging from nationally renowned artists David Ruth and Randy Strong to emerging artists like Julie Alland, Kathleen Elliot and Marta Thomas.

George and Dorothy Saxe, who have assembled one of the country's foremost collections of contemporary glass sculp​ture, which they bequeathed to the M.H. de Young Memorial Museum, selected a few works by each artist for the show.

"Bay Area Glass Sculpture" highlights glass techniques from glassblowing to cast glass to fusing, slumping, cold working and hot working. The emphasis is on sculptural form.  
Brigitte Micmacker, co-founder of Sculpturesite said "Seattle is considered to be the center of glass in this country, but we wanted to show that the Bay Area has a vital, viable glass center as well.
Special emphasis is being given to the work of Marvin Lipofsky who established the studio glass movement in the Bay Area. After introducing glass as a sculpture medium at UC Berkeley in   1964, he created the glass department for what was then Cali​fornia College of Arts and Crafts (now CCA) in Oakland and headed it until 1987.

"Lipofsky is really an international figure in the glass world who just happens to be in the same Berkeley spot as when he started teaching," Micmacker said. "His willingness to bring his views and interests to places not used to creating art really makes him an international ambassador." A piece from Lipof​sky's "Russian" series, created in 2006 and 2007, is included in the show.
Founded by Micmacker and John Denning, Sculpturesite re-presents nationally and internationally recognized artists and is the only gallery in the Bay Area specializing in fine modern and contemporary sculpture.

If you go
“Bay Area Glass Sculpture”, an invitational survey juried by George and Dorothy Saxe.

Runs through Jan. 10. Sculpturesite Gallery, Convention Plaza, 201 Third Street, suite 102, San Francisco, (415) 495-6400. www.sculpturesite.com
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